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SUBJECT: CONTINUATION OF IMPORT DEPOSIT SCHEME AFTER MARCH 31 

REF: HELSINKI 0266 

1 . IF FINNISH GOVERNMENT DOES NOT ACT TO CONTINUE IMPORT 
DEPOSIT SCHEME, IT WILL EXPIRE END OF MARCH. GOVERNMENT 
HAS STATUTORY AUTHORITY TO DECIDE ON CONTINUED COLLECTION 
OF IMPORT DEPOSITS UNTIL DECEMBER 3 1 . 1976, BUT DECISION 
MUST BE MADE BEFORE MARCH 3 1 . 

2. HIGH FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL HAS TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
DESPITE STATEMENT TO IMF OFFICIALS LAST YEAR OF FIRM 
FINNISH INTENTION TO END IDS BY MARCH 25, 1976, GOVERNMENT 
WILL CONTINUE IMPORT DEPOSIT SCHEME AFTER THAT DATE. 

HE SAID THAT DISMANTLEMENT OF IMPORT DEPOSIT SCHEME NOW 
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RESTRICTIONS AS FINLAND NOT ABLE AFFORD AN 
UPSURGE OF IMPORTS AT THIS TIME. HE CONSIDERED CONTINUA- 
TION OF IMPORT DEPOSIT SCHEME BETTER OF TWO EVILS. 

HE ALSO INDICATED THAT GOVERNMENT WOULD DEVISE PROGRAM 
FOR GRADUAL DISMANTLING OF IMPORT DEPOSIT SCHEME 
DURING LAST NINE MONTHS OF 1976. 
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